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six eventful months awl more ; the district which,
in the far north of the great continent, best typifies
eternal India,
The first pages of this hook were written by a
European whose attention was bewildered by the
profusion and novelty of the impressions thronging
in upon him, Above all was he impressed by such
scenes as most eontrasted with his native Luul; fur
as yet he had not sloughed his < JeeidenUl skin, In
the shrines the images of gods diverted his at tent inn
from the eults that hallowed them ; in the .street
his eyes we.it held more by the eolours of the turbans
than by the expressions on the dusky f'.ices,
Yet slowly he lived himself from the thr.dl of
Kurope, and its hide-bound concepts; censorious-
ness gave plaee to growing wonder, He eame to
know the cities of the Mmperors before the Rajas'
palaces; visited the house before he knew his hosts,
And presently, when he hud met the latter and
learned to live like them in a mood of serene expect-
auey and to the slow, lethargic rhythm of the Mast,
he discovered little, by little the inmost soul of India,
In this attempt to portray India as ,she really is
I have followed stage by stage the gradual process
through which she showed herself to me, Kor it Is
by slow degrees that India unveils herself and only
for kr lovers.